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Other attractions: The historic Nikka Whiskey 
Yoichi Distillery is on the way back to Sapporo 
(near the Yoichi JR Train Station), and they offer 
free tastings. Very much worth a visit!

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES
About 40 minutes from trailhead to hut, then 3 
hours from hut to summit. Bank on just over an 
hour for the descent.

There are no route markers on this route. Park 
well to the side of the road, as far up the hut 
access road as the snow will allow. In deep 
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Shakotan-dake
Northeastern Ridge

Shakotan-dake (積丹岳, 1255m) is the 
great hulk of a mountain at the end of 
the Shakotan Peninsula (積丹半島) 
north of Niseko and west of Sappo-
ro City. It is a spring skiing staple in 
southern Hokkaido, with a gorgeous 
gradual approach, and some excellent 
open-slope skiing from the summit. 
The summit offers expansive views 
of the Japan Sea, with the Mashike 
Range far in the distance to the north-
east. To the south are views of Iwanai, 
Raiden-yama, Yotei-zan, and the Nise-
ko Range.

LOCATION

This route starts not too far from the tip of 
Shakotan Peninsula, about 80km northwest of 
Sapporo City, past Otaru City.

GENERAL NOTES
Most often, Shakotan-dake is skied in spring 
when the rough weather of the Shaoktan 
Peninsula’s deep winter has died down – you 
can happily ski this mountain well into May. It’s 
not impossible to ski this peak in deep winter 
– be prepared for a long, gradual, deep-snow 
approach. Unfortunately the Shakotan Hut 
is no longer available for winter use (due to 
structural safety concerns).

winter, the road is cleared up till the water 
station, around here. Skin the first 40 minutes 
or so to the hut (closed in winter). 

From the hut, carry on southwest into the 
forest. The forest is relatively thick for the first 
half hour or so, before slowly thinning out to 
more well spaced old-growth trees. The route 
essentially follows the summer trail all the way 
to the summit. At just below 900m, you’ll now 
be beyond the treeline for the remaining 45 
minutes or so to the summit – this can be very 
exposed to the wind. There’s a final steep 50m 
‘step’ up to the summit approaching from the 
east – in early spring it may pay to carry ski 
crampons in case of hard ice. Return the way 
you came.

TRANSPORT
By car: There is a small area to park cars 
just before the forestry road starts. Later in 
the season, it is sometimes possible to drive 
almost all the way to Shakotan Hut, but don’t 
bank on it. Respect roped-off roads.
Public transport: You’ll want to catch the 
Number 21 bus from Yoichi JR Station, bound 
for Cape Kamuisaki, and get off at the bus 
stop called tozan-guchi (登山口) which is 
stop number 52 (counting from Otaru Station). 
Bus stop location is around 43.308076, 
140.553185, and will likely take around an 
hour from Yoichi Station. Check at tourist info 
at Sapporo Station before you head off for 
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ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE
Please visit the full route guides for GPS 
files, interactive maps, and extra safety 
notes: http://hokw.jp/shakea

season timetable information.

SAFETY NOTES
When I mentioned to Mr. Hirata, the hutkeeper 
of Ginreiso Hut, that I was planning on going 
to Shakotan-dake, he said I would die. I’d 
been there before, and didn’t die, but I can see 
where he is coming from – Shakotan-dake is 
often buffeted by howling winds direct from 
the Japan Sea, so you’ll need to choose your 
weather window wisely. The Yuki-yama Guide 
(ISBN: 978-4894538047) suggests leaving 
this area alone in mid-winter, and waiting till 
mid-March for more stable weather.

ONSEN NEARBY
Misaki-no-yu (岬の湯, 650yen), 10km further 
around the cape, has as amazing outdoor bath 5hrs

Time
1060m
Total Climb

1255m
Highest point

16km
Distance

7/10
Difficulty

Mar-May
Best season

area with expansive views across the 
ocean, with breakers crashing onto the 
shore far below the cliff. They also have 
a large restaurant with pizza, fries and 
burgers, espresso-based coffee, and a 
large relaxation room. Next to the onsen 
is the Shakotan Blue Distillery. On the 
way back to Sapporo, there’s the small 
but cheerful Furubira Onsen (location), 
which is nice, but the ocean-view out-
door bath is only open from the end of 
April.  ■

Details: Available for overnight stays 
by the general public from around May 
will November, Shakotan-dake Hut is a 
comfortable hut at the Shakotan-dake hiking 
trailhead.
Capacity: 20 persons.
Cost: Free.
Contact: 
Shakotan Town Council Commerce and 
Tourism Department (積丹町役場), TEL: 
0135-44-3381
Booking details: No booking required.

SHAKOTAN-DAKE HUT
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Shakotan-dake
Northeast Ridge

THIS IS A GEOREFERENCED PDF - Download the free
Avenza Maps® app for iPhone and Android to see your
location in real time: https://hokw.jp/geoskte

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDES - Please visit the full route
guides for route description, GPS files, and safety
notes: https://hokw.jp/shakea

9° 3' West

N
Magnetic

North

この地図の作成に当たっては、国⼟地理院⻑の承認を得て、同院発⾏の基盤地図情報及び電⼦地形図（タイル）を使⽤し
た。（承認番号平30情使、第867号）。また、1/25,000植⽣図GISデータ（環境省⽣物多様性センターも使⽤し、
hokkaidowilds.orgが作成・加⼯したものである。

We created this map using the Geospacial Information Authority of Japan digital basemap (tiles) and basemap
data, with the Authority director's permission (no. Hei-30-joshi, dai-867go). We also modified 1:25000 scale
vegetation map data created by the Biodiversity Center of Japan (http://gis.biodic.go.jp).
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PLEASE PRINT AT ‘ACTUAL SIZE’ (NO SCALING)

The 1:25,000 scale used in the map is accurate if the 
PDF is printed without scaling (i.e., ACTUAL SIZE). 
Follow the instructions on this page to ensure an 
accurate rendering of the scale.

STEP 1
Load your printer with A3 printer paper (297mm x 420mm). If 
you’ve only got Tabloid or Ledger size (279mm x 432 mm), just 
follow the instructions below. You’ll achive an accurate scale, 
but the map will be clipped a little at the top and bottom.

STEP 2 
Open the print window by clicking on File > Print (or hitting Ctrl 
+ P on your keyboard).

STEP 3
Make sure “Actual Size” is selected.

STEP 4
For double-sided printing, select “Print on both sides of paper”.

STEP 5
For best results, select the highest quality print option available 
on your printer (settings will vary).

STEP 6
You won’t need this instructions page, so just select the pages 
that don’t include this instruction sheet.

STEP 7
Click “Print”.

Figure 1. Ensure “Actual Size” is selected (Windows).
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